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Section 4:  Safety Tips and Concepts for Parents 
The evidence shows us that compromises to your child’s personal safety is likely to come from people and 
acquaintances that your child already knows (maybe through a friend of a friend or a friend’s brother etc.). For 
example, when your child is at a sleep over are you aware of who’s in the house or what activities they will be 
undertaking? Do you blindly trust that everything is going to OK? Or do you respectively check that everything 
will be safe for your child? Asking your child for information and checking with the parents of the people they 
are staying with.

Safety Net

As parents we need to support our child in creating a safety net to enhance their personal safety. 
Ask yourself the following questions in relation to your child and personal safety

Ask yourself the following questions in relation to your child and personal safety.

1. What people can they trust in an emergency?
2. Have their memorised important contact numbers?
3. What safe places could they go to if they felt unsafe?
4. Have they let you know their plans and any alterations to them?
5. Can they recognise when their behaviour may compromise their safety?
6. Are others watching out for them?
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Safety Tips
l  Communication: always keep the channels of communication open. What channels allow your child to tell 

you about their thoughts, fears and emotions? Ask open ended questions that invoke an open response. 
For example – ‘You look happy or sad’ not ‘how was your day?’ which invokes the response of ‘fine’ and 
closes the door to discussion

l  If your child was to get lost, evidence shows us that the safest place that a child can ask for help is a 
‘mother with children’.

l Our children should know all their important contact telephone numbers ‘off by heart’.

l  Make it clear to your child that adults should NOT be asking a child for help. If this happens it could 
activate a red flag moment for your child to be beware. i.e. Can you help me find my lost dog?

l  Teach your child to have confident and assertive body language. Back straight, head up, eyes looking 
around, steady walking gait. If they are able to display these attributes, they will be safer.

l  Teach your child to look out for others. The likelihood is that this will be replicated 

l  Never accept a gift from a stranger, they (and your child) may feel like they owe them something.

Clever Never Goes

Clever Never Goes is a little robot that will help your child make safe decisions. Please check him out at:
http://clevernevergoes.org/ 

Clever replaces the outdated ‘stranger danger’ message that often confuses and scares children. Clever 
empowers children with the skills and knowledge to make good decisions and focuses on the action of a child 
being asked to go somewhere. This is a concept that children find simple and easy to understand.

There is a downloadable resource for parents at: 
www.clevernevergoes.org/parents-2/


